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- find  yet  pew  I  unto  you  a  more 

excellent  Way. 

THESE  Words  are  a  Kind  of  connect¬ 
ing  Claufe,  bringing  into  one  View  of 
Comparifon  the  Subjedts  of  this  and 
the  following  Chapter:  In  the  former  the 
Apoftle  enumerates  fome  of  thofe  extraordinary 
Gifts  which  were  bellow’d  on  the  Church  in 
its  primitive  State,  as  the  Working  of  Miracles, 
Prophecy,  Difcerning  of  Spirits,  Diverfities  of 
Tongues,  with  fome  others,  which,  tho’  dif¬ 
ferent  in  Kind  and  Operation,  yet,  he  tells  the 
Corinthians ,  were  Vouchfafements  of  one  and 
the  fame  Spirit,  various  Adminiftrations  under 
the  fame  Lord  and  Head  of  the  Church,  and 
therefore  to  be  employ’d  with  a  fingle  Eye  to 
his  Glory,  and  for  the  Profit  of  his  Members, 
for  the  perfecting  of  the  Saints ,  for  the  Work  of 
the  Minifry ,  for  the  edifying  of  the  Body  of 
Chrif .  ( a )  And  then,  by  aptly  pointing  out  the 
Analogy  betwixt  ChrifPs  myftical  Body  and  the 
Body  natural,  he  infers*  from  the  mutual  Rela¬ 
tion  and  Dependence  of  the  feveraf  Parts  and 

*  Members 


(a)  Eph,  iv,  12, 


(  2  ) 

Members  thereof,  the  Neceffity  of  friendly 
Agreement  and  true  Fellowship,  of  per  fed: 
Harmony  and  Union  amongft  all  the  Individu¬ 
als  of  the  Church,  whatever  Difference  there 
might  be  in  their  Gifts  and  Endowments 
refpedively  ;  that  thofe  who  were  distinguished 
with  the  higheft  and  moft  honourable  Allot¬ 
ments  ought  not,  upon  that  Account,  to  be 
high-minded,  and  lord  it  over  fuch  of  their 
Brethren  as  had  received  lefs;  nor  thefe,  ori 
the  other  Hand,  repine,  becaufe  of  the  Infe¬ 
riority  of  their  Office,  as  tho’  they  were  lefs 
ufeful  or  neceffary  in  the  Oeconomy  of  the 
Church  :  But  that,  as  they  had  received  ail  of 
the  fame  Spirit,  and  were  joined  together  in  one 
Body,  fo  they  fhould  jointly  contribute  their 
Supplies  to  the  common  Wdfare  of  the  Whole, 
and,  as  Fellow-Members,  cherifh  the  fame 
Care  and  affedionate  Regard  one  for  another, 
that  fo  there  might  be  no  Schifm  in  the  Body. 
He  concludes  this  Subjedt  with  exhorting  them 
to  covet  earnefily  the  beft  Gifts ,  not  fuch  as  would 
bring  moft  Honour  to  their  Perfons,  but  fuch 
as  might  beft  advance  the  Glory  of  God,  Inch 
as  were  moft  needful  for  the  converting  of 
Sinners,  or  the  edifying  of  their  Brethren,  and 
fuch  as  were  beft  fuited  to  their  Inftrumentality 
and  Ufeful nefs  in  the  Management  of  them : 
And  yet ,  fays  he,  fhew  I  unto  you  a  more  excel¬ 
lent  Way ;  i.  e.  great  and  glorious  as  fuch  fuper- 
natural  Endowments  may  appear  in  the  Eyes  of 

Men, 
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Men,  whatever  Honour  they  may  reflect  on 
the  Chriftian  Religion,  however  cogent  a  Proof 
they  are  of  its  Divinity,  yet  declare  I  unto  you 
that  which  is  a  ftill  Higher  Recommendation  of 
it%  more  acceptable  to  God,  more  profitable  to 
Man— and  then  he  goes  on — 7  ho'  I fpeak  with 
the  Tongues  of  Men  and  of  Angels ,  and  have 
not  Charity ,  I  am  become  as  founding  Brajs  or  a 
tinkling  Cymbal  ;  and  tho ’  1  have  the  Gift  of 
Prophecy ,  and  under  ft  and  all  My  fieri  es  and  all 
Knowledge  ;  and  tho *  I  have  all  Faith ,  fo  that  I 
could  remove  Mountains ,  and  have  not  Charity , 
I  am  nothing  :  And  fo  proceeds  to  the  End  of 
the  following  Chapter,  fhewing  how  unavail¬ 
able  to  Salvation  the  Gifts  o f  the  Spirit  are 
without  this  Grace  of  the  Spirit,  defcribing  its 
many  excellent  Properties,  and  concluding  with 

that  well-known  Preference - Now  abideth 

Faith ,  Hope ,  Charity ,  thefe  three-,  but  the  great  ejl 
of  thefe  is  Charity  :  Greateft,  if  we  refpedt  the 
Dignity  of  its  Nature,  for  however  excellent 
Things  are  fpoken  of  FAITH,  yet  it  is  only  the 
Hand-maid  to  Love  ;  HOPE,  however  glorious 
and  animating,  comforts  us  only  with  the  Ex¬ 
pectation  of  good  Things,  but  CHARITY  is  a 
prefent  Earned:  of  the  good  Things  themfelves  ; 
and  greateft  it  is  like  wife,  if  we  refpedt  its 
Permanency;  for  Faith  fhall  be  fwallow’d  up 
in  Vifion,  and  Hope  will  terminate  in  Fruition, 
(for  when  that  which  is  per fe 61  is  come ,  then  that 
which  is  in  part  fhall  be  done  away )  but  Charity 

will 
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will  be  the  Enjoyment  itfelf  in  its  fulleft  Ac- 
complifhment ;  for  where  all  is  Love ,  there 
all  is  joy  and  Peace.— -In  a  word,  CHARITY 
affimilates  us  to  Angels,  unites  us  to  God,  and 
endureth  for  ever -—Charity  never  faileth. 

In  the  Progrefs  of  this  Difcourfe  I  fhall 
confiderthis  Divine  Grace  of  CHARITY  in  its 
largeji  Extent,  as  it  takes  in  our  Love  to  God 
and  Man,  and  fo  becomes  the  End  of  the. 
Commandment,  the  fulfilling  of  the  Law  in 
the  Duties  of  both  Tables;  for  our  Lord  has 
pronounc’d  the  Principle  to  be  alike  in  both, 
tho’  it  differ  in  the  Objed  and  Exercife  of  it : 
And,  in  fpeaking  to  the  fecond  Branch  of  this 
Duty,  I  fhall  confider  it  with  a  particular  Re¬ 
ference  to  the  Occafion  of  our  prefent  Meeting. 

To  begin  with  our  Love  of  God,  that firjl 
and  great  Commandment ,  the  chief  End  and 
Happinefs  of  Man,  the  Fountain  of  the  Divine 
Life  in  the  Soul, — from  which,  as  its  proper 
Source,  ftreams  forth  true  Chriftian  Philan¬ 
thropy;  and  from  which,  as  its  fandifying 
Principle,  every  Religious  Ad  and  Temper 
derives  its  Beauty  and  Excellence. 

N  o  w  let  it  be  obferv’d,  that  our  Love  of 
God  rifes  in  Proportion  to  the  (a)  Manifeftation 
of  his  Love  to  us  (b),  and  confequently  muff 

afcend 


(*)  i  John,  iv.  19. 

\b)  This  is  not  meant  to  exclude  or  leflen  any  other  Motives 
to  the  Love  of  God,  particularly  that  which  proceeds  from  the 
Consideration  of  the  Excellencies  and  Perfections  of  the  Divine 
Nature*  concerning  which  many  Perfons  of  eminent  Piety  have 

fpoken 
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afcend  higher  under  the  Chriflian  Difpenfation 
than  it  poffibly  cou’d  under  any  other;  for 
herein  is  the  Love  of  God  fuperlatively  dis¬ 
play’d,  in  that  He  gave  his  only  begotten  Son , 
that  whofoever  believeth  in  Him  Jhould  not  peri(l\ 
but  have  ever  la  [ling  Life  (a).  And  here  it  will 
be  needful  to  glance  at  the  State  of  Religion  in 
the  World  before  the  Coming  of  Chrift ,  as  it 
flood  divided  into  Heathens  and  Jews :  As  to 
the  former,  how  does  their  grofs  Idolatry,  their 
wretched  Superflitions,  and  their  unworthy 
Conceptions  of  the  Divine  Nature  argue  their 
Ignorance  in  the  firft  Elements  of  Natural 
Religion  !  But  take  the  wifeft,  take  the  heft 
amongft  them ;  I  give  you  Socrates ,  I  give  you 
Plato,  I  give  you  Archimedes ,  Great  Names, 
and  of  good  Report !  And  yet,  poor  Heathens, 
fhall  we  more  admire  that  you  went  fo  far,  or 
that  you  came  fo  Short  in  what  moft  concern’d 
you  to  know  ?  Say,  Socrates ,  that  thou  be- 
lievedft  in  one  God ;  yet  thou  kneweft  Him 
not  (nor  was  it  thy  Fault)  as  a  Reconciled  God 
in  the  Son  of  his  Love,  and,  as  fuch,  the  Fa- 

B  ther 

fpoken  fuch  exalted  Things:  But,  thro’  the  prevailing  BuJnefs- 
and  Corruption  of  Man’s  Nature,  we  find,  that  Arguments, 
drawn  from  this  Source,  are  not  of  fuch  general  Ufe  as  could  be 
wifh’d  ;  and  that  their  Influence  extends  little  farther  than  toPer- 
fons  fitted  by  great  Elevation  of  Spirit,  and  Abilra&ednefs  of 
Thought,  (and,  I  may  add  too,  by  great  Purity  of  Heart)  for 
Divine  Contemplations  :  And  even  thefe,  it  mult  be  allow’d,  can 
no  where  take  fuch  amiable  and  animating  Views  of  the  Glory 
cf  God,  as  in  the  Face  of  je/us  Cbrijl . 

U)  John  iii.  16, 


(6) 

ther  of  Mercies,  and  God  of  all  Comfort.  8a y9 
Plato .  juftly  admir'd  Heathen,  that  the  Soul’s 
Immortality  was  not  hid  from  thee ;  yet  the 
Way  to  .  a  happy  Immortality  the  Light  of 
Nature  cou’d  not  teach  thee.  Say,  laftly,  Archi¬ 
medes  y  Did  the  Heavens  declare  to  thee  the 
Glory  of  God  ?  yet  that  Man  was  an  Heir  of 
Glory  they  declared  not :  Did  the  Firmament 
fhew  forth  his  Handy- Work  as  its  Creator  ?  yet 
no  Star  therein  cou’d  lead  thee  to  Chriji ,  the 
Power  of  God  unto  Salvation,  as  thy  Re¬ 
deemer  —Here,  Fhilofopher,  thy  Perfpedtive 
fail’d  thee,  fach  Knowledge  was  too  high  for 
thee  5  a  God  Incarnate  uniting  our  Nature  to 
Himfelf,  that  we  might  become  the  Sons  of 
God,  is  an  Abyfs  of  Wonders  which  thy  Line 
fathom’d  not  5  thou  could’ft  not  attain  unto  this 
Wifdom  neither  in  the  Height  above,  nor  in 
the  Depth  beneath  :  It  is  higher  than  the 
Heaven,  what  could’ft  thou  do  ?  deeper  than 
Hell,  what  could’ft  thou  know  ?  The  Meafure 
of  fuch  Love  is  longer  than  the  Earth,  and 
broader  than  the  Sea.  Conclude  we  then, 
that  the  wifeft  and  be  ft  Heathens,  for  want  of 
Revelation,  cou’d  not  attain  to  any  Degree  of 
Divine  Dov'e  comparable  to  the  Meafure' of  the 
Chriftian,  being  unacquainted  with  the  Extent 
of  God’s  Love  to  Man  in  his  moft  important 
Intereft :  Bolides,  being  Strangers  to  the  Doc¬ 
trine  of  the  Fall,  they  could  not  explain  the 
JEvil  they  faw,  both  in  the  natural  and  moral 

World, 
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World  (a),  in  any  juft  Confiftency  with  the 
Divine  Wifdoin  and  Goodnefs :  And  this  ren¬ 
der'd  their  Conceptions  and  Reafonings  touching 
the  Attributes  and  Providence  of  God  perplex’d 
and  dark ;  and  therefore  we  the  lefs  wonder 
that  the  Worfhip  of  the  moft  knowing  among 
them  was  little  better  than  eredting  an  Altar 
Tko  the  unknown  God. 

T  o  the  Jews  indeed  God  vouchfaf ’d  a  Dif- 
covery  of  his  Nature  and  Will,  and  gave  them 
a  Law  for  their  Directory  to  lead  them  to 
Himfelf,  for  the  End  of  the  Commandment 
was  Love  ;  but  they  attained  not  to  the  End  of 
the  Commandment,  and  fo  it  became  to  them 
a  killing  Letter  (£),  pronouncing  Death  on 
their  Diiobedience,  whilft  it  gave  them  not 
Grace  and  Strength  for  Performance,  for  fuch 
Communication  belong’d  to  a  higher  Difpen- 
fation,  even  a  fpiritual  one ;  and  therefore  how¬ 
ever  glorious  the  Miniftration  of  Condemnation 
was  in  the  Promulgation  of  the  Law,  and  in 
the  awful  Difplay  of  God’s  Power  and  Majefty, 
yet  .it  was  to  be  done  away  when  He  who  was 

B  2  the 

[a]  Their  Ignorance  of  this,  probably,  flrft  gave  Rife  to  the 
Suppofition  of  a  Duality  of  Gods,  as  held  by  fome  of  the  moll 
anticnt  Philofophers  in  their  Do&rine  of  the  two  Principles,  the 

one  of  Good,  the  other  of  Evil. - The  former  was  call’d  by 

the  Perfian  Magi,  Oromafdes  ;  the  latter,  Arimaniui.  This  ab- 
furd  Error,  under  fome  Alterations  and  improvements,  was  af¬ 
terwards  adapted  by  the  Manicheam  in  the  third  Century.  See 
Bayleb  Did.  Art.  Manicheans.  See  alfo  1  heol,  Ancicnne  par, 
Chev.  Ramsay. 

(£)  Gal.  iii.  io.  2  Cor.  iii,  6. 
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the  End  of  the  Law  for  Righteoufnefs  fhould 
come,  as  having  no  comparative  Glory  in  re- 
fpedt  of  that  Miniftration  which  fo  far  excelled! 
in  Glory  (a)  ;  when  God’s  Juftice  fhou’d  give 
Place  to  his  Goodnefs,  and  Mercy  rejoice 
againft  judgment,— —Hence  we  may  fee  the 
abfolute  Neceffity  there  was  of  Gofpel  Salvation 
for  the  Recovery  of  faUen  Man,  in  that  no 
outward  Rule  of  A&ion  ( b)y  tho’  of  Divine  Ap¬ 
pointment,  cou’d  lead  him  to  God  in  the  Way 
of  acceptable  Love  and  Obedience,  becaufe  of 
the  Weaknefs  of  the  Flefh  in  its  State  of  na¬ 
tural  Corruption  :  If  ihere  had  been  a  Law  gi¬ 
ven  which  could  have  given  Life ,  verily  Righ¬ 
teoufnefs  Jhould  have  been  by  the  Law  (c). 

And  now  we  are  led  to  that  wonderful 
Myftery  of  our  Redemption,  God  manifeft  in 
the  Flefh  to  deftroy  the  Works  of  the  Devi!, 

even 

(a)  z  Cor.  iii.  io,  & Jeq. 

(b)  The  Energy  of  Divine  Grace,  as  a  fan&ifying  Principle  in 
the  Heart,  made  no  Part  nor  Promife  of  the  Mofaic  Difpenfation, 
fo  that  Man’s  Nature  could  not  be  reform’d  by  it ;—and,  there¬ 
fore,  the  Prophets  and  holy  Men  under  the  Law  were  not  faved 
by  the  Law,  but  by  the  Regenerating  Spirit  of  Chrift  working 
in  them,  and  fpeaking  thro’  them.  •— .Salvation  was  then  the 
fame  free  Gift,  and  by  the  fame  free  Grace,  thro’  Faith,  as  now, 
t  ho’  not  reveal’d  in  the  Way  of  a  publick  Difpenfation  ’till  after¬ 
wards,  when  that  better  Covenant  took  Place,  whofe  diilinguifh- 
ing  Property  and  Privilege  it  fhou’d  be,  with  refpedt  to  all  the 
Faithful  under  it,  that  the  Divine  Laws  fhou’d  be  within  them, 
as  a  powerful  living  Principle  of  Love  and  Obedience,—  not 
written  in  "Tables  of  Stone,  but  in  the  fiejhly  ri  ables  of  the  Heart , 
with  the  Spirit  of  the  Living  God.  jer.  xxxi.  53.  2  Cor.  iii.  3, 
jieb.  x.  16. 

(c)  Gal.  iii.  21. 
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tven  all  that  Sin  and  Satan  had  done  in  our  fallen 
Nature.  In  this  Confolation  of  Ifrael  we  have 
the  Subdance  of  all  Types  and  Shadows,  the 
Accomplifhment  of  all  Promifes  and  Prophecies, 
and  the  Fulfilling  of  the  Law  for  all  them  that 
believe  to  the  Saving  of  the  Soul.  God ,  who 
at  fiindry  \ Times ,  and  in  divers  Manners ,  fpake 
in  lime  paft  unto  the  Fathers  by  the  Prophets , 
hath  in  thefe  lafi  Days  fpolzen  unto  us  by  his 
Son  [a) — And  what  was  the  Meffage  ?  It  was 
Love ;  for,  fpeaking  of  all  them  that  received 
Him,  he  faith,  I  have  declared  unto  them  thy 
Name,  and  will  declare  it,  that  the  Love  where¬ 
with  thou  haft  loved  me  may  be  in  them ,  and  1  in 
them .  ( b )  Now,  in  an  Evangelical  Senfe, 
God’s  Name  is  Love,  for  He  was  in  Chrift 
reconciling  the  World  unto  Hi  m ft  If :  (e)  And 
therefore  with  great  Propriety  does  the  Gofpel 
fignify  Glad  Tidings . 

And  as  in  the  Procefs  of  our  Redemption 
by  Jefus  Chrift  we  behold  one  great  continu’d 
Myftery  of  Love,  fo,  as  was  the  Work,  fuch 
alfo  was  the  End  of  it,  viz.  to  bring  back  Man 
to  the  Love  of  God ;  for  as  in  his  Departure 
from  this  confided  his  Sin  and  Ruin,  fo  in  his 
Return  to  it  lay  the  only  poflible  Means  of  his 
Recovery.  To  this  End  Chrift  liv’d  a  perfect 
Pattern  of  Divine  Love,  teaching  us  thereby  to 
follow  his  Steps :  To  this  End  He  both  preach’d 
and  practis’d  Poverty  of  Spirit  and  Self-Denial, 

by 

{<?)  Heb,  i.  i,  2.  [b)  John  xvii.  z 6.  (c)  z  Cor.  ,v.  19. 
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by  fiich  inftru&ive  Leffons  to  caution  us  again# 
placing  a  fancy’d-Happinefs  in  thofe  Poffeffions 
and  Gratifications  which  only  ferve  to  alienate 
our  Affedlions  from  Him  who  is  the  foie  Foun¬ 
tain  of  true  Felicity :  And  to  the  end  that  He 
might  bring  about  a  twofold  Reconciliation 
between  an  offended  God  and  finful  Man,  Fie 
laid  down  his  Life,  flaying,  by  the  atoning 
Blood  of  his  Crofs,  the  Enmity  betwixt  them  *  , 

and  now  continues  under  the  perfecting  Dift 
penfation  of  his  Spirit  to  tiled  abroad  tne  Love 
of  God  in  our  Hearts,  and  to  give  us  Power  to 
become  the  Sons  of  God,  by  a  Participation  of 
the  Divine  Nature. 

W  here  is  the  Wife,  where  is  the  Difputer 
of  this  World,  who  go  about  to  rob  the  Chriftian 
of  his  heft  Hope,  this  Hope  full  of  Immortality, 
and  to  fap  the  fare.it  Foundation  of  our  Love  to 
God,  by  labouring  to  undermine  our  Faith  in 
his  beft  Love  to  us  ?  But  know, '  Unbeliever, 
that  however  Chrift  crucify’d  may  be  to  the 
carnal  Heart  a  Stumbling-block,  and  to  tne 
conceited  Wifdom  of  tne  proud  Difputer 
Foolifhne'fs,  yet  to  us  who  believe  He  is  the 
power  oj  God ,  and  the  Wifdom  of  God .  Look 
up,  O  Chriftian,  and  meditate  on  the  Sufferings 
of  thy  bleeding,  dying  Saviour,  think  on  thy 
Sins  which  pierc’d  his  (acred  Side,  on  the 
Death  of  the  Crofs  he  endur’d  to  deliver  thee 
from  eternal  Death,  and  on  the  Shame  He 
defpis’d  to  advance  thee  to  Glory  \  and  when  . 

thou 


thou  thinkeft  thereon,  refrain,  if  thou  can  ft, 
from  owning,  that  as  no  Sorrow  was  ever  like 
his  Sorrow,  lb  no  Love  ever  equall’d  his  Love. 
How  comes  it  in  general  that  we  are  fo  little 
affected  with  thefe  Views  of  his  Redeeming 
Love  ?  Is  it  not  becaufe  our  Hearts  are  more 
immovable  than  the  Earth  which  quak'd,  more 
impenetrable  than  the  Rocks  which  rent  at  his 
Paffion?  Why  burn  they  not  within  us?  Why 
kindle  they  not  into  Flames  of  holy  Gratitude 
and  devout  Affeftion  whilffc  we  open  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  and  preach  unto  you  Jefus  ?  Is  it  not,  fad 
Confideration 1  becaufe  we  have  given  lo  much 
of  them  to  the  World,  to  the  Creatures,  and 
to  our  Lulls,  (a)  and  therefore  the  Love  of  the 
Father  and  of  the  Son  has  no  Place  in  many  of 
us.  (b)  — Let  us  then  call  out  our  Idols,  and 
put  away  the  curfed  Thing  that  feparates 
betwixt  our  Saviour  and  our  Souls,  and  then 
we  fhall  know  what  the  Love  of  God  meaneth. 
-—Give  me  thy  Heart  (c)  is  the  Voice  of  the 
Lord  to  every  Son  and  Daughter  of  Adam ; 
and  if  we  will  but  confent  to  the  Conveyance, 
He  will  replenifh  ’em  with  his  Love  and  the 
Graces  of  his  Spirit,  and  they  fhall  become 
Temples  of  the  Living  God :  (d)  In  his  Light 
fhall  we  fee  Light  3  and  in  his  Love  fhall  we  feel 
Love :  For  this  excellent  Grace  of  CHARITY 
is  not  the  genuine  Offspring  of  an  apoftate 

Spirit, 
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Spirit,  but  a  pure  Emanation  of  the  Divinity  in 
our  Souls  refleded  back  upon  its  Source. 

But  let  us  pafs  from  th tfirjl  to  the  ftcond 
Table  ;  for  this  Commandment  have  we,  that  he^ 
who  loveth  God ,  love  his  Brother  alfo .  (a) 

Now  this  Branch  of  Charity  is  high  in  Rank 
and  Eminence  among  the  Duties  of  the  Chri¬ 
stian  Life,  and  like  unto  the  firft  (b).  It  was 
our  Lord’s  Command  to  his  Difciples  more 
than  once,  that  they  fhould  love  one  another  (c)  • 
nay,  He  makes  it  a  Badge  of  their  Difciple- 
fhip  (d) :  It  is  laid  down  as  a  neceffary  Appen¬ 
dage  of  our  Love  to  God  (ej  •  a  Mark  of  his 
dwelling  in  us  (/)  ;  a  Teft  of  true  Faith  (g). 
To  which  we  may  add,  that  it  is  the  very  Spirit 
that  animates  all  the  relative  Duties,  giving 
them  Life,  Direction  and  Uniformity  :  It  is  the 
Spring  of  Truth  in  all  our  Words,  and  the  Bails 
of  Juftice  in  all  our  Dealings :  It  regulates  our 
Obedience,  fandifies  our  Alms,  and  ennobles 
every  Social  Virtue :  It  is  fo  neceffary  to  the 
Comfort  and  Well-Being  of  Society,  that, 
where  the  Principle  is  wanting,  to  pradife  the 
very  Appearance  of  it  is  confider’d  as  a  valuable 
Part  of  Education,  and  Politenefs  is  made  the 
Subftitute  of  Benevolence ;  fo  eftimable  is  that 
Virtue,  whofe  very  Counterfeit  the  World  holds 
refpedable.  But,  if  we  mean  to  be  Chriflians 
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indeed,  our  Love  mult  be  without  DiJJimula - 
frb/z  (#) :  The  bare  Profeffion  of  it  will  neither 
profit  ourfelves  nor  others ;  for  a  feign’d  V  irtue, 
as  it  is  without  Power  and  Solidity,  fo  it  muft 
want  Effedt  and  Confiftency. 

Let  us  now,  my  Brethren,  bring  ourfelves 
to  this  Teft ;  let  us  meafure  ourfelves  by  this 
Standard :  The  one  true  Church  of  Chrift  is 
the  Communion  of  Saints,  and  Charity  is  the 
Life  and  Soul  of  it :  Is  then  the  Love  of  God 
died  abroad  in  our  Hearts,  and  have  we  fervent 
Charity  among  ourfelves  ?  For,  be  it  known  of 
a  Truth,  that  as  much  as  we  poffefs  of  this 
Heavenly  Treafure,  fo  much  have  we  of  Chri- 
ftianity,  and  no  more ;  and  that  without  it  all 
ZEAL  for  Religion  is  but  Contention,  all 
MODES  of  Worfhip  but  Formality,  and  all 
ORTHODOXY  but  vain  Opinion. 

Charity,  or  Love  to  our  Neighbour,  may 
objectively  be  confider’d  under  this  threefold 
Diftindtion  3  The  Love  of  AfFedtion,  the  Love 
of  Benevolence,  and  the  Love  of  Beneficence, 
By  the  firft  I  mean  not  that  inftindtive  Prin¬ 
ciple  of  Tendernefs  which  we  feel  in  ourfelves 
towards  our  Defcendents  and  near  Relatives,  for 
this  has  its  Ground  in  Nature,  and  therefore  is 
in  no  wife  peculiar  to  the  Chriftian  Difpenfation, 
tho’  capable  of  receiving  all  Improvements  from 
it :  Nor  yet  do  I  mean  thofe  Engagements  of 
Friendfhip  which  we  fee  in  the  World,  ariiing 
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from  Similitude  of  natural  Temper,  or  Man¬ 
ners,  Combination  of  Intereft,  or  Samenefs  of 
Pursuits  5  for  fuch  Union  often  binds  together 
the  Carnal  and  Unconverted  :  But,  by  Charity 
of  Affedtion  here,  I  understand  that  Gofpel- 
Difpofition  which  St.  John  lays  down  as  one 
Evidence  of  our  renew’d  State,  where  he  fays. 
We  know  that  we  have  pajfed  from  Death  unto 
Life ,  becaufe  we  love  theBrethren  (a) :  Now  fuch 
are  all  they  who  bear  the  Imprefs  of  the  Divine 
Image  on  their  Souls,  and  are  led  by  the  Spirit 
of  God  to  fet  their  Affedtions  on  Things  above, 
and  to  order  their  Lives  and  Converfation  as 
becometh  the  Gofpcl  of  Chrift  :  And  this  is  a 
powerful  and  conftraining  Love,  nay,  ftronger 
than  Death  itfelf ;  for  inch  are  willing,  if  need 
be,  to  lay  down  their  Lives  for  the  Brethren  : 
Such  was  the  Love  of  the  Primitive  Chriftians 
even  to  a  Proverb,  and  the  fame  will  be  the 
Love  of  all  true  Chriftians  to  the  End  of  the 
World  5  for  however  they  are  divided  or  dis¬ 
pers'd  throughout  the  whole  Earth  among  the 
ieveral  outward  Churches,  yet  they  are  all  of 
one  Heart  and  one  Mind  in  the  EiTence  of 
Faith  and  Things  pertaining  to  God  j  and  they 
are  of  one  Communion,  for  they  have  been  all 
made  to  drink  into  one  Spirit :  They  are  my- 
ftical  Members  under  one  Plead,  Fellow-Heirs 
of  the  fame  Promifes,  Fellow-Travellers  to  the 
fame  Heavenly  City,  and  will  in  the  End  form 

one 
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lone  glorious  Church  Triumphant  in  the  ever- 
lading  Kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus 
Ckrifi .  In  a  Word,  this  Evangelical  Temper 
is  nothing  lefs  than  a  Divine  Principle  in 
the  Soul  communicating  with  the  fame  in  our 
Brethren,  and  fo  uniting  all,  that  are  Partakers 
of  it,  in  a  holy  Fellowship  of  fuch  Love,  Joy 
and  Peace,  as  paffeth  the  Underftanding  of  all 
ether  Men. 

But  as  we  are  to  love  the  Brotherhood, 
Chrifi* s  faithful  Servants,  with  a  diftinguiih’d 
and  peculiar  Affedtion  $  fo, 

Secondly ,  We  are  to  honour  ALL  Men  with 
the  Love  of  a  benevolent  Refpedt  \  for  the  fame 
Charity,  that  connedts  in  clofe  Union  thofe  who 
are  Fellow-Citizens  with  the  Saints  and  of  the 
Houfhold  of  God,  extends  its  Benignity  to  all 
fuch  as,  tho’  Members  of  the  vifible  Church, 
are  yet  Aliens  from  the  fpiritual  Commonwealth 
of  Ifraely  and  Strangers  from  the  Covenants  of 
Promife ;  nay,  it  enlarges  itfelf  to  all  Mankind 
without  Exception  3  for  one  Property  belong¬ 
ing  to  it  is,  that  it  hopeth  all  Things,  and 
therefore  it  waiteth  patiently,  looking  for  the 
Time  when  it  may  pleafe  God  to  bring  them 
nigh  by  the  Blood  of  Chrift ,  who  are  now  afar 
off:  Accordingly,  the  charitable  Chriftian  la¬ 
bours  for  the  Conversion  of  his  Brethren  in  the 
Fleih;  prays  for  thofe  that  pray  not  for  them- 
felves ;  ftudies  to  convince  the  Unbelieving,  and 
to  reclaim  the  Erroneous  $  and  thinks  nothing 
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too  much  to  do  for  thofe  Souls  for  which  Chrijt 
dy’d,  if  fo  be  that  by  any  Means  he  may  be¬ 
come  an  Inftrument  of  gaining  fome :  Nay, 
thoT  his  Good  be  undefervedly  evil-fpoken  of, 
and  when  he  fpeaketh  to  them  of  Peace,  their 
Souls  everlafting  Peace,  they  make  themfelves 
ready  for  Battle,  and  requite  him  Evil  for  his 
Good-Will  -y  yet  even  fo,  that  Charity ,  which 
fuffereth  long  and  is  kind,  endureth  all  Things, 
even  Reproach  and  Perfecution,  with  Patience 
and  Forgivenefs,  not  rendering  Evil  for  Evil , 
nor  Railing  for  Railings  hat  contrariwfe  Rlej~ 
Jing .  Thus  is  Charity  kind  to  thofe  that  hate 
and  persecute  us,  and  fo  Hands  differenc’d 
from  that  Species  of  Philanthropy  which  rifes 
no  higher  than  a  bare  Exchange  of  Good-Will 
and  good  Offices,  and  ought,  therefore,  to  be 
confidered  rather  as  a  (a)  virtuous  Kind  of  Traf- 
fick  than  a  Gofpel  Grace. 

I  come,  thirdly ,  to  (peak  of  Charity  under 
View  of  Beneficence  to  the  Poor  -9  and  in  this 
light  we  behold  it  in  its  Fruits,  as  the  Principle 
call’d  forth  into  Aft,  and  which  may,  therefore, 
properly  be  ftyl’d  the  Bxpreffion  or  Evidence  of 
our  Charity ,  as  it  refpefts  the  temporal  Wants 
of  our  needy  Brethren. 

And  here  let  it  be  obferv’d,  that  as  true 
Charity  always  produces  this  Effeft  to  the  Ex¬ 
tent  of  our  Power,  fo  it  is  this  inward  Difpofi- 
$ion  that  dignifies  and  confeerates  the  outward 
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A 61 :  For  as  there  may  be  a  miftaken  Zeal  for 
Religion,  even  to  the  giving  our  Bodies  to  be 
burnt  for  what  we  may,  call  fuch,  and  yet 
without  any  true  Love  for  God  in  our  Hearts  • 
fo  likewife  the  fame  Ap oftle  tells  us,  that  we 
may  beftow  all  our  Goods  to  feed  the  Poor, 
and  yet,  notwithftanding  fuch  a  Diftribution, 
be  void  of  the  Spirit  of  real  Charity .  But  I 
am  now  fpeaking  of  and  recommending  that 
Kind  of  Beneficence,  which  is  the  Fruit  of 
Chrifiian  Benevolence  :  And,  among  the  va¬ 
rious  Occafions  which  offer  for  the  Exercife  of 
it,  the  Relief  of  the  fick  and  lame  Poor  of  our 
County,  under  the  Provisions  of  a  Publick 
INFIRMARY,  is  that  which  lays  Claim  to 
our  prefent  Attention. 

And  here  it  may  be  remark’d  in  Behalf  of 
thefe  Inflitutions,  which  1  think  holds  true  of 
few  others,  even  the  moft  excellent,  that  the 
Invention  of  Man  has  not  yet  been  able  to  fur- 
nifh  us  with  any  Objections  to  them ;  which 
Argument  concludes  no  lefs  ftrongly  for  their 
confefs’d  publick  Utility,  than  for  their  being 
founded  on  the  moft  allow’d  Principles  of  Hu¬ 
manity.  Many  Confiderations  offer,  which 
powerfully  recommend  Foundations  of  this 
Kind  to  our  Encouragement  and  Support,  and 
feme  which  challenge  a  Preference  of  Regard 
to  them  above  moft  others  : 

As,  7?r/?5  if  we  confider  the  Greatnefs  of  the 
Diftrefs.  Proverty  join’d  to  Sicknefs,  or  to  an 
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ulcerated,  broken  or  diflocated  Frame  of  Body, 
bears  doubly  hard  upon  human  Nature,  and 
Eloquence  mud;  fail,  where  fiich  complicated 
Sufferings  cannot  move ;  for  a  Lazarus  at  the 
Gate  is,  indeed,  a  mod:  affecting  Orator,'  where 
the  Heart  is  not  harden’d  to  a  Degree  of  In- 
fcnfibility  more  than  brutal. 

A  second  Recommendation  of  thefe  Hoofes 
of  Mercy  is,  that,  in  this  Exercife  of  our 
Bounty,  we  are  fafe,  both  with  refpeft  to  the 
Objects  and  the  Application  ©f  it :  As  to  the 
former,  due  Provifion  is  made  for  fufficient  In¬ 
formation  concerning  the  Poverty  of  the  Par¬ 
ties  to  be  admitted :  And  as  to  their  bodily 
Maladies,  there  are  few  Cafes  which  do  not 
explain  themfelves  by  correfponding  Symptoms, 
or  can  elude  the  fkilful  Obfervations  of  the  Per- 
fons  appointed  to  infpedt  and  examine  them  • 
fo  that  it  is  not  Pretence  but  Reality,  not  an 
artful  Story,  but  aflual  Didrefs,  that  here  folicits 
our  compaffionate  Regard.  And,  in  refpedfc  to  the 
proper  Application  of  the  Sums  fent  in  and  col- 
lefied  for  the  Support  of  this  our  INFIRMA¬ 
RY,  the  Prudence,  Condition  and  Character  of 
the  Perfons  who  honour  the  Direction  of  it,  the 
regular  Accounts  annually  publilh’d,  and  a  free 
Accefs  to  the  Books  to  fatisfy  any  more  minute 
Enquirer,  are  abundant  Security  on  this  Head. 

A  third  Excellency  of  this  Charity  is  the 
Care  taken  to  promote  and  expedite,  in  the  beft 
Manner,  the  Cure  of  the  Patients  by  a  volun- 
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tary,  regular,  and  gratuitous  Attendance  of 
Phyficians  and  Surgeons  of  approv’d  Judgment 
and  Chara&er  in  their  Profeffions,  and  who  on 
that  Account,  as  well  as  by  reafon  of  their  cha¬ 
ritable  Care  in  directing  all  Things  relating  to 
Diet,  Cleanlinefs,  and  other  needful  Accom¬ 
modations,  may  juftly  be  ftyl’d  principal  Bene - 
faff  or  s  to  this  excellent  Work,  whiftt  we  have 
the  Satisfaction  of  feeing  the  Benefit,  intended 
to  the  Poor  by  our  Contributions,  taking  Efifed: 
at  the  eafieft  Expence,  and  thereby  render’d 
the  more  extenfive. 

I  shall  only  mention  one  more  confiderable 
Benefit  arifing  from  thefe  Inftitutions,  and  that  is 
the  RELIGIOUS  Ufe  and  Improvement  of  their 
Vifitations,  which  we  may  juftly  hope  for  from 
the  Patients  in  the  future  Part  of  their  Lives : 
And  here  the  Benefit  of  thefe  Houfes  will  rife 
in  Proportion  to  the  greater  Number  who  re¬ 
ceive  their  Cure  in  them,  than  what  cou’d  rea- 
fpnably  be  expedted  under  the  Want  of  fucli 
falutary  Provifions ;  fo  that  the  faving  a  Life, 
under  God,  is  oftentimes  the  Means  of  faving  a 
Soul  from  Death.  It  is  before  we  are  affiidted, 
that  we  are  moft  prone  to  go  wrong  :  We  can¬ 
not  but  be  fenfible  how  apt  the  untam’d  Spirits, 
flowing  from  an  adtive  and  vigorous  State  of 
Elealth,  are  to  run  away  with  our  Serioufnels, 
and  to  hurry  us  into  Vanity,  and  a  Forgetful- 
nefs  of  our  Creator  :  But  when  the  chaftening 
Hand  of  the  Lord  is  upon  us ;  when  Sicknefs 
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or  fra&urd  Bones  have  fliaken  the  Walls' 
wherein  we  trailed,  and  brought  down  our 
Strength  in  our  journey,  the  Pride  of  Man  is 
naturally  humbled,  the  hard  Heart  mollify ’d* 
and  the  Afflicted  taught  to  cry  unto  the  Lord 
in  his  Diftrefs :  Thus  does  He  diipofe  us  to  feek 
for  the  Strength  and  Succours  of  his  Grace  by 
the  Weaknefs  and  Sufferings  of  our  mortal 
Nature,  and  cafes  us  down  on  purpofe  that  He 
may  lift  us  up,  that  we  may  know  and  feel, 
that  our  Help  cometh  even  from  the  Lord ,  who 
hath  made  Heaven  and  Earth  (a).  It  is  our. 
Duty  to  improve  thefe  weaning  and  inftrudtive 
Providences  to  the  fpirtual  W elfare  of  our  Bre¬ 
thren,  and  to  co-operate  with  them,  by  flip- 
plying  the  moft  likely  Means  of  their  Cure,  that 
the  Mercy  of  a  Recovery  may  give  the  addi¬ 
tional  Weight  of  Gratitude  to  the  good  Impref- 
Pons  whidi  bodily  Afflictions  firft  excited,  that 
fo  being  led,  both  by  the  Goodnefs  and  Seve¬ 
rity  of  God’s  Dealings,  to  Repentance  and 
Amendment,  they  may,  when  they  depart, 
have  Caefe  to  lay,  upon  this  Account  alfo,  It  is 
good  for  us  to  have  been  here. 

And  here  our  Sub] eft  leads  us  to  lament  the 
fid  Havock  and  DeftruCtion  which  SIN  hath 
brought  upon  the  Earth  in  the  various  painful 
Difeafes  and  Sufferings  to  which  the  Condition 
of  Mortality  expofes  us.— -How  has  the  deadly 
Poifon  infeCted  our  Nature,  and  diffus’d  uni- 
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irerfal  Corruption  through  the  human  Race, 
wherein  the  lurking  Venom  carries  on  the  fatal 
Work  as  certainly,  tho’  lefs  fenfibly,  under  the 
conceal’d  Approaches  of  a  gradual  Decay,  as  by 
the  more  violent  Attacks  of  a  Calenture  or  Epi- 
lepfy ;  infomuch  that  it  may  truly  be  faid  of 
the  whole  Body  of  Mankind,  that  from  the 
Sole  of  the  Foot  unto  the  Head,  there  is  no 
Soundnefs  in  it  \  and  well,  therefoie,  may  the 
World  be  compar’d  to  one  Great  Infirmary, 
where  Death’s  Harbingers  and  Purveyors  are 
preparing  to  execute  on  all  that  ii  i  evocable 
Sentence,  Duj}  thou  art ,  and  to  Duji  thou 
Jhalt  return .  Ought  we  not  then  to  have  Com- 
paflion  on  our  Fellow-Servants,  feeing  tnat  we 
ourfelves  alfo  are  in  the  fame  Condemnation  ? 
But,  alas !  the  Malady  of  Man’s  Nature  is  gone 
ftill  deeper,  it  has  reach’d  the  immortal  Part  of 
it ;  nay,  it  was  the  Difeafe  of  his  Soul  which 
entail’d  that  Corruption  and  Mortality  upon  his 
Body,  on  account  of  which  Man,  in  his  high- 
eft  earthly  Honour,  is  compared  to  tne  Beafts 
that  perifh  ( a ). 

We  read  that  Almighty  God,  upon  taking  a 
Survey  of  the  Six  Days  Work  of  Creation, 
pronounc’d  of  every  TL  hing  which  He  had 
made,  that  it  was  very  good :  How  beautiful 
and  perfedt  then  muft  he  have  been  in  his  better 
Part,  for  whofe  Sake  all  Things  were  created  ! 
How  excellent  that  Creature  xvho  was  made 
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(a)  Pfalm  xlix.  I2» 
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in  the  Image,  and  after  the  Likenefs,  of  his 
Creator !  But  he  luffed  after  the  Vanity  of 
*1  ime,  and  fo  loft  the  Riches  of  Eternity ;  to¬ 
gether  with  his  Innocence  his  Divine  Light,  and 

Love,  and  Purity,  departed  from  him - God 

made  Man  upright ,  but  he  fought  out  many  Inven¬ 
tions  (a) ;  he  fought  to  be  happy  independently 
of  God,  and  fo  loft  his  Happinefs  in  Him. 
Hence  by  Nature  our  fad  Alienation  from  the 
Life  of  God  :  Inftead  of  Heavenly  Wifdom,  a 
ferpentine  Craft;  inftead  of  Divine  Love, 
grofs  and  corrupt  Affedtions ;  and,  in  the  room 
of  that  perfedt  Harmony  in  all  its  Powers  and 
Faculties  which  tun'd  the  Soul  to  Peace,  all  the 

Difcord  and  Rage  of  confiidting  Paflions.- _ - 

Behold,  O  Man  !  in  this  thy  aggravated  Mifery 
of  a  diftemper'd  Soul  and  Body,  the  Greatnefs 
of  thy  Fall,  and  fad  Apoftacy !  But  behold 
alfo  the  Greatnefs  of  Redeeming  Love,  the  in- 
irnite  Corn  paflions  of  thy  lo  much  negledted 
Saviour !  who,  when  thou  waft  caft  oat  in  the 
open  In  eld  to  the  loathing  oft  thy  Per Jon ,  pafted 
by  thee ,  and  when  He  faw  thee  polluted  in  thine 
own  Blood ,  faid  unto  thee—*  Live.  I  pajjed  by 
thee ,  and  looked  upon  thee ;  and  I  fpread  my  Skirt 
over  thee ,  and  cover'd  thy  Nakednefs ;  yea ,  1 
/ware  unto  theey  and  enter’d  into  a  Covenant 
with  thee ,  faith  the  Lord  God \  and  thou  be - 
cameft  mine  (b).  This  Difplay  of  our  Lord 
and  Saviour's  Commiferation  and  Love  to  the 

fallen 
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fallen  human  Race  is  beautifully  figur’d  in  the 
Mercy  which  the  e;ood  Samaritan  fhew’d  to 
the  poor  wounded  Traveller  that  fell  among 
Thieves  [a).—' The  Prieft  and  the  Levite  paf- 
fed  by,  but  afforded  him  no  Relief  3  for  neither 
the  Law,  nor  the  Levitical  Miniftrations,  could 
avail  to  Man’s  Salvation ;  fuch  Help  could  only 
come  from  the  Great  Phyfician  of  Souls,  and 
Friend  of  Sinners,  who  Himfdf  took  our  Infir¬ 
mities ,  and  bare  our  Sicknejfes  (b)  :  And  the 
Lord  that  healeth  is  his  Name  (e).  But  tho’  this 
be  the  Infide  and  Spirit  of  the  Parable,  yet  the 
Moral  is  drawn  from  the  Outfide  and  Letter  of 
it :  Did  the  Samaritan  {hew  Mercy  to  the 
wounded  and  diftrefs’d  Jew,  miniftring  to  him 
the  Means  of  his  Cure,  and  defraying  the  ne- 
ceffary  Charges  of  it  ?  Go,  and  do  thou  Ukewife ; 
be  merciful  after  thy  Power  to  all,  and  (hew 
thy  Love  to  God  by  this  Proof  of  thy  Love  to 
thy  Neighbour  :  For  whofo  hath  this  World's 
Good ,  and  feeth  his  Brother  have  Need ,  and 
fijutteth  up  the  Bowels  of  his  Companion  from 
him ,  how  dwelleth  the  Love  of  God  in  him  ?  (d) 
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[a]  For  the  fpiritual  Interpretation  of  this  Parable,  in  its  Re¬ 
ference  to  oar  Redemption  by  Jefus  Cbriji ,  fee  St.  Ault.  Qu&Jl. 
Evang.  Lib.  2.  as  alfo,  contra  Pelag.  Hypognoji.  Lib.  3. 

Chrifti  mos  eft  in  vulgaribus  parabolis  etiam  fublijniora  aliquct 
myfteria  nobis  commendare :  ita  certe  bac  in  parabola  admodum 
eleganter  nobis  fumma  noftris  Cbrijlianifmi  ob  oculos  pingitur.  Vid . 
Cbemnit.  Harm.  Evang.  in  loco. 

See  alfo  the  Spiritual  Homilies  of  Marcarius  the  j. Egyptian » 
^m.  xxx.  i{* 

{b)  Matth.  viii,  17.  (c)  Exod.  xv.  26.  (^1)  \  John,  iii.  tj, 
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The  Application  comes  home  to  us,  as  Fel- 
low-Chriftians,  with  additional  Force  ;  and  the 
Qccafion  of  our  prefent  Meeting  gives  a  parti¬ 
cular  Emphaiis  to  it :  And  therefore  let  us  turn 
our  Thoughts  to  the  Boufe  oj  Mourning  ( a\ 
for  we  are  told  that  th eBeart  oj-  theV/ife  is  there  ; 
and  thence  learn  a  Leffon  of  Humility,  a  Leffon 
of  Gratitude,  and  an  Exercife  of  CHARITY. 

Were  I  to  confider  only  my  own  Unfitnefs 
to  he  your  Solicitor  this  Day,  I  fhou’d  have 
much  Reafon  to  be  diffident  of  Succefs ;  but 
when  I  confider  whoje  Caufe  I  plead ;  when  I 
confider  before  whom  I  piead  j  anu,  aDOve  all, 
when  I  confider  in  whofe  Name  I  plead,  I  will 
not,  I  cannot  think,  that  I  fliall  plead  in  vain. 
Nor  need  I  here  to  fetch  any  Weapons  from 
the  Armoury  of  Eloquence,  nor  feek  to  engage 
the  Paffions  on  my  Side  with  artificial  Strains  of 
Rhetorick,  feeing"  the  Infirmary  itfelf  af¬ 
fords  the  mod  perfuafive  Motives  to  urge  a 
eompaffionate  Relief  -■  a.nd  it  won  d  be  fufficient 
for  this  Purpofe,  wou’d  Time  permit,  to  fet  open 
to  yourView  thatTheatre  of  Woes,  where  pining 
Atrophy  (b),  Convulfions,  agonizing  Throws, 
corroding  Ulcers,  the  Torture  of  broken  and 
idiflocated  Bones,  and  various  other  Maladies 
and  Difafters  incident  to  the  human  Frame, 
form  one  complicated  Scene  both  of  vifible  and 
audible  Diftrefs.  Look  down,  you  Wealthy 

ar4d 

fa)  Eeclef.  vii.  4. 

tb)  See  Mill oti's  Paradije  Log.  Book  a.  Lins  48a. 
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and  Honourable  Ones,  from  your  Height  of 
Opulency  and  Splendour,  and  in  thefe  Sons  and 
Daughters  of  Affliction  acknowledge  your  Bre¬ 
thren,  and  own  yourlelves  to  be  but  Men ;  for, 
did  not  He  that  made  you  make  them,  and  did 
not  one  jajhion  both  in  the  Womb  ( a )  ?- — Whilfl, 
in  the  Phrafe  of  Job ,  you  wajh  your  Steps  with 
Butter ,  a?:d  the  Rock  pours  cut  to  you  Rivers 
of  Oil  (b)y  let  the  Streams  of  your  Bounty  re- 
frefh  the  Hearts  of  the  Sorrowful,  and  your 
Abundance  be  the  Supplement  to  their  Wants,. 
— Thus  may  you  excel  in  Goodnefs  as  in  Great- 
jiefs,  and  be  counted  worthy  of  double  Honour. 

I  next  addrefs  myfelf  to  you  who  are  in  a 
middle  Station,  plac’d  fafely  between  the  two 
Extremes  of  Affluence  and  Indigence,  and  fo 
poffefs’d  of  what  Agur  pray’d  for  (c) :  And,  as 
you  know  no  Want  yourfelves,  extend  freely 
your  Affiftance  to  thofe  that  do.  The  Law 
commanded  to  help  the  Beaft  of  our  Enemy 
fallen  under  his  Burthen  (d) :  Bring  not  then  a 
Reproach  upon  that  Holy  Name  by  which  you 
are  called,  by  refilling  to  help  a  Neighbour,  a 
Fellow-Chriftian,  being  burthen’d  with  his  In¬ 
firmities.  A  Retrenchment  of  the  Vanities, 
Superfluities,  or  in  the  fafhionable  Expences  of 
Life,  will  amply  fupply  the  Means  of  Benefi¬ 
cence  to  your  diftrefs’d  Brethren  ;  and,  by  inch 
£  Chriitian  Piece  of  Oeconomy,  you  will  join 

the 

[a)  Job  xxxi.  15.  (1)  Job  xx!x,  6.  (c)  Prov.  xxx.  g. 
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the  Pradtice  of  two  Duties  together,  wliilft  to 
that  of  Charity  you  add  Self-Denial  for  Cha¬ 
rity's  Sake. 

Lastly,  As  to  you  whofe  Portion  in  the 
good  Things  of  this  Life  is  fmall,  tho’  your- 
felves  no  lefs  dear  to  God  on  that  Account,  I 
muff  call  upon  you  alfo  for  a  Token  of  your 
Love.  It  was  ordain’d  under  the  Law,  in  the 
Matter  of  Offerings,  that  the  Perfon,  who  was 
not  able  to  bring  a  Lamb,  fhou’d  bring  two 
Turtle-Doves,  or  two  young  Pigeons  (a)  for 
bo  one  was  to  appear  before  the  Lord  empty  { b ). 
Let  not  the  Love  of  Chrif  that  perfect  Law  of 
Liberty,  lefs  conftrain  you  :  Let  not  the  Free- 
Will  Offering  of  your  Chrijlian  Charity  come 
fhort  of  the  Command  of  a  JewiJh  Oblation  : 
If  thou  haft  but  little,  yet  be  merciful  after  thy 
Power,  and  do  thy_,  Diligence  gladly  to  give  of 
that  little  (c) :  The  little  that  thou  giveft  will 
fandtify  the  little  that  is  left,  and,  truft  in  the 
Lord,  thou  (halt  have  no  Lack. 

This  Application  to  you  all  of  every  De¬ 
gree,  on  the  Subject  before  us#  comes  back'd 
with  a  Motive  of  undeniable  Force,  viz.  that 
our  Bleffed  Lord  has  declar’d  his  Acceptance  of 
that  Relief,  which  you  afford  to  your  afHidled 
Chriftian  Brethren  from  a  Spirit  of  Charity ,  as 
done  to  Himfelf ;  for  fuch  has  He  appointed  his 
Subftitutes  for  the  Receipt  of  it :  I  call  upon 

you 
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you  then,  for  Chrift’s  Sake,  that  yon  be  ready 
to  diftribute ,  willing  to  communicate  [a)  :  Or9 
if  this  Argument  fails,  there  remains  at  leaft 
one,  which,  if  rightly  laid  to  Heart,  I  am  fare, 
mud  prevail ;  which  is,  that  we  all  ftand  in. 
Need  of  Mercy,  and  therefore  ought  to  fhew 
it :  I  call  upon  you,  therefore,  for  your  own 
Sakes,  by  the  Love  you  bear  to  your  immortal 
Souls,  that  you  come  not  flhort  of  the  Promifc 
of  Him  who  hath  faid,  Blejjed  are  the  Merci¬ 
ful ,  for  they  fall  obtain  Mercy  (/;). 

And  now  having  pointed  out  that  mofl:  Ex¬ 
cellent  Wav  of  Charity,  or  Love  to  God  and 
our  Neighbour,  that  Gofpel  Way  of  Pleafant- 
nefs,  that  fure  Path  of  Peace  leading  on  to 
Glory,  what  remains  but  that  we  walk  therein  ? 
We  are  called  Chriftians,  profeffing  one  Faith, 
one  Lord,  one  Baptifm  :  Let  us  this  Day  fhew 
ourfelves  to  be  fuch,  not  in  Word  only,  but  in 
Deed,  and  in  Truth;  whilft  our  Faith  work- 
eth  by  Love,  and  our  Love  by  fhewing  Mercy 
to  the  Poor, 

It  is  a  joyful  Thing  for  Brethren  to  meet 
together  in  the  Floufe  of  God  as  Friends :  May 
this  Joy  be  now  fulfill’d  in  the  Hearts  of  us 
all,  both  High  and  Low,  Rich  and  Poor,  one 
with  another  !  and,  as  we  join  in  one  common 
Labour  of  Love  towards  the  Needy  and  Af¬ 
flicted,  may  the  fame  good  Difpofition,  im¬ 
prov’d,  bring  us  together  in  the  Unity  of  the 

Spirit, 

(«)  i.Tim/vi.  1 8.  j b)  Match,  y.  r. 
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Spirit,  and  in  the  Bond  of  Peace  i  Thus  fhall 
we  add  to  Brotherly -Kindnefs  Charity  ( a )  : 
Thus  fliall  the  happy  Effedt  of  our  affembling 
together  caufe  Joy  in  Heaven,  and  make  glad 
the  City  of  God,  whilfl  Saints  and  Angels  tune 
their  Harps  to  louder  Strains  of  Praife,  as  they 
ling  “  Glory  to  God  in  the  Highest* 
cc  and  on  Earth  Peace,  Good-Will, 
<c  towards  Men.” 

l 

(a)  2  Pet.  i.  7i 
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The  END . 
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